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NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

NAMES 

IVÁN FISCHER  

PRINCIPAL GUEST CONDUCTOR

Three-Year Contract Begins in 2006-07


The National Symphony Orchestra has named Iván Fischer Principal Guest Conductor, effective with the beginning of the 2006-07 season.  The term of the contract is for three seasons, running through the 2008-2009 season.  Maestro Fischer will lead two weeks the first season, and a minimum of three weeks in each of the two subsequent seasons. 


In announcing the appointment, Ann Jordan, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the National Symphony Orchestra Association, explained, “The members of the National Symphony Orchestra have thoroughly enjoyed Maestro Fischer’s previous appearances, and expressed eagerness in having him return.  When National Symphony representatives spoke with Maestro Fischer, we were pleased to learn that we had a mutual interest in a principal guest conductorship.  All of us at the National Symphony Orchestra and the Kennedy Center are pleased at the prospect of working with him.”

 “I am very happy about this agreement because I remember the National Symphony as a very inspired and inspiring orchestra,” Maestro Fischer responded.

Music Director Leonard Slatkin added, “I am delighted to welcome Iván Fischer to the NSO family.  He is one of the most respected conductors in the field today and his presence will add greatly to our roster.”


Iván Fischer’s international career was launched in London in 1976, when he won the Rupert Foundation competition.  In 1983 he founded the Budapest Festival Orchestra, and its sensational success was both immediate and sustained, causing Independent critic Anna Picard to write that, “For expressivity, unanimity and sheer technical confidence, the Budapest Festival Orchestra are hard to beat,” and Financial Times critic Richard Fairman to comment: “Fischer has a hotline to rhythm and vivid poster-paint colours that make the music leap off the page.” 

Maestro Fischer has worked regularly with many US orchestras including the Cleveland Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony and Los Angeles Philharmonic. He was the Principal Guest Conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, a position which he held for seven years.  In addition to his work with the Budapest Festival Orchestra, he regularly appears with the Berlin Philharmonic, Concertgebouw Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris and other internationally celebrated ensembles.  His recordings with Philips and Channel Classics have won numerous awards. 

Maestro Fischer made his debut with the National Symphony Orchestra in 1997, and returned to conduct the NSO in 2002. Of his debut, Washington Post critic Tim Page wrote, “Fischer's performance was knowing, unaffected, appreciative.”  

The position of National Symphony Orchestra Principal Guest Conductor was most recently held by Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos, who served in that capacity from 1980 through 1986.  Maestro Frühbeck de Burgos’s immediate predecessor was Hungarian-born Antal Doráti, who, following his tenure as the third music director of the National Symphony, continued his relationship with the Orchestra as principal guest conductor from 1977 through 1980.   During Doráti’s term as music director, James DePreist served as principal guest conductor for two seasons.
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